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Bikes and students crowd Campus Walk near Woodard Campus Center on Tuesday, Feb. 7. 

Graduate Proposes Bike Plan to 
Ease Congestion on Campus Walk 

Develops blog, survey and focus groups to encourage student input 



Arrington 

Estate 

Served 

Lawsuit 

UMW Foundation 
sues estate for 
6.35 million 



By IJNDLEY ESTES 

In an effort to collect funds 
promised to the University of 
Mary Washington by the late 
Arabelle Arrington before her 
death, the UMW Foundation has 
filed a $6.35 million lawsuit 
against her estate. 

In a statement released by the 
Foundation, Chairman Kathleen 
Mehfoud said, “The UMW 
Foundation elected to file suit 
against the Executor of her es- 
tate in order to preserve its 
rights, confident that Mrs. Ar- 
rington would want her well 
known and publicly announced 
commitments to her alma mater 
to be honored after her death.” 

Arrington graduated from 
Mary Washington College in 
1941, served on the Mary Wash- 
ington Board of Visitors, the 
Mary Washington Foundation 
Board of Directors and ulti- 
mately served as Chairman of 
the Board of the Foundation. 

UMW remembers her legacy 
though positions named in her 
honor, as well as Arrington Hall. 

Between 2000 and 2005, Ar- 
rington pledged $6.35 million to 
the Foundation, but died at the 
age of 89 in 2010 before she 
could fulfill the commitment. 

According to the lawsuit, Ar- 
rington directed that funds from 
the endowment should go to- 
ward the building the Jepson 
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Virginia 

Hall 

Defiled 

By ALISON THOET 

The residents of the third 
floor of Virginia Hall awoke last 
Thursday and Friday morning, 
Feb. 1 and 2, to a hallway and 
bathroom filled with fecal excre- 
ment, for the third time since the 
Fall semester. 

Ren Armstrong, freshman 
and psychology major said, “It’s 
disrespectful to both the resi- 
dents and the maintenance 
staff.” 

Armstrong arrived at the site 
and saw, “what looked like a 
leaf,” she said. 

According to Armstrong, 
there were two piles of fecal 
matter in the hallway as well as 
in one toilet and one shower 
stall. 

“Another shower stall had 
ladies underwear in it and there 
were footprints in the bath- 
room,” said Armstrong. 
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By RIVES KUHAR 

Improvements may come to 
biking facilities and bike safety 
at the University of Mary Wash- 
ington with a newly proposed 
bike plan, which the plan hopes 
to connect bike paths from 
William Street to the campus, as 
well as implement separate bike 
lanes, extra lighting on paths, 
bike shelters, and maintenance 
centers. 

The plan was proposed by 
2008 UMW alumnus Justin 
Doyle and UMW Director of 



By KYLE LEFLER 

“There is nothing to beat a re- 
ally small, beautiful, smart com- 
munity,” said Allison Seay, the 
Arrington poet-in-residence, re- 
garding her return to UMW after 
10 years. 

Seay graduated from the Uni- 
versity of Mary Washington, 
then Mary Washington College, 
in 2002, with a bachelor’s de- 
gree in English. It was during 
her years at UMW that she 
began to form an interest in po- 
etry, under the direction of the 
Arrington Distinguished Chair 
of Poetry Claudia Emerson. 

She has since completed a 
Master of Fine Arts at the Uni- 
versity of North Carolina at 
Greensboro, where she contin- 
ued to work following her grad- 
uation. Seay also taught at 
Greensboro College and Lynch- 
burg College, before returning to 
Richmond. As UMW’s poet-in- 
residence, she teaches the ad- 
vanced poetry class and the 
creative writing seminar in po- 
etry. 

The most recent recipient of 
the Lexi Rudnitsky First Book 
Prize in Poetry, Seay’s collection 
“To See the Queen” will be pub- 
lished in April 2013. This prize 
is awarded to a female poet who 
has not yet published her first 



Landscape Grounds Joni Wil- 
son. 

As a UMW student, Doyle 
experienced the stress of biking 
around campus firsthand, in- 
cluding congested areas such as 
the Eagle’s Nest and car doors 
opening on College Avenue. 

Crowded bike racks, lack of 
bike lanes, lighting and shelter 
are pinpointed as being uncom- 
fortable for bikers. 

Doyle said he would like to 
see the UMW community help 
to create a solution. 

To improve bicycle facilities 



book of poetry. 

In addition to the publication 
and a $1000 advance, Seay has 
the opportunity to travel to Um- 
bertide, Italy to participate in an 
all-expenses paid residency at 
the Civitella Ranieri Center, 
housed in a fifteenth-century 
castle. 



and safety, Doyle introduced 
The Campus Bicycle Survey, 
which will be available until 
Feb. 17 2012 on the bike plan 
blog. 

Students will be able to pro- 
vide comments and concerns 
about bicycling and being a 
pedestrian around campus. 

“When we build new build- 
ings, we’re adding more bike 
racks, but we don’t have a real 
comprehensive analysis of what 
people want verses what we 
have,” Wilson said. “To have an 
alumni who knows the campus, 



“A career in poetry is full of 
rejection,” said Seay, thankful 
for her recent success. Seay said 
she is “really lucky” to receive 
such an honor, as this was the 
first time she had sent the man- 
uscript out. 
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who has been here. . . wanting to 
do something that will actually • 
be useful for us, it’s just per- 
fect... Justin proves to be very 
professional in his approach and 
knowledgeable, I’m excited 
we’re going to get something 
that we can put into place.” 

In mid-February, Doyle will 
conduct a crime, accident and 
theft analysis, which will clearly 
identify the problem areas for 
bikers around campus. 

Focus groups will allow stu- 
dents, faculty and staff to meet 
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By NIA BENTALL 

A new blog, entitled 
(dis)Ability, offers support and 
community for students at the 
University of Mary Washington 
with disabilities. 

The blog premiered last se- 
mester on the UMW blogs web- 
site and is meant to be an outlet 
besides the Office of Disability 
Resources. 

Chris Foss, associate profes- 
sor in the English, Linguistics, 
and Communications Depart- 
ment, who began the UMW 
adhoc committee on disability, 
created the website. 

The site is a place where any- 
one in the community can up- 
load articles or thoughts on 
disabilities and engage in mean- 
ingful discussions through com- 
ments. 

“There’s so much that could 
happen,” said Foss, “the blog 
format allows for the commu- 
nity to make it what it wants.” 

The blog also includes links 
to campus and local disability 
resources, a place where stu- 
dents and faculty can create their 
own pages, and information 
about campus events. 



Council 

Passes 

Nuisance 

Law 

City approves 
unanimously 
despite student 
objections 

By MARIAH YOUNG 

Despite community-wide 
controversy from University of 
Mary Washington students, an 
ordinance to end unnecessary 
nuisnances in the City of Fred- 
ericksburg was passed unani- 
mously over winter break. 

On Jan. 10, 2012 the City of 
Fredericksburg City Council 
passed a nuisance ordinance to 
“to clean up properties that ac- 
cumulate trash, junk, weeds and 
otherwise become a blight on the 
city. It strengthens the existing 
ordinances and collocates them 
in one section of the city code,” 
according to Councilwoman 
Mary Katherine Greenlaw. 

In the ordinance, a nuisance 
can be defined as “ the doing of 
any act of the omission to per- 
form any duty, or the permitting 
of any condition of thing to exist 
that endangers life or health, ob- 
structs or interferes with the rea- 
sonable or comfortable use of 
the public or private property.” 
According to the ordinance, 
failure to follow the notice will 
lead to a $50 penalty for the first 
violation. There is also a $200 



Foss said the blog fills the 
need at UMW for a “central lo- 
cation for people to look for in- 
formation about disability.” 

He wants the blog to be a 
place for robust conversation. 

He added, “Blogs are ubiqui- 
tous to the UMW education, 
they are something that students 
know, and they add an element 
of fun 

Nicole Dobson, the president 
of the new Students with Dis- 
abilities and Their Allies 
(SDATA) club, sees the blog as 
an “outlet for awareness, or a 
place to voice concerns, whether * 
you have issues that need to be 
resolved or need support.” 

She also added that there has 
been little participation in the 
blog so far but hopes that will 
change. 

Sally Scott, Director of Dis- 
ability Resources, also sees the 
blog as a positive contribution to 
the UMW community. 

“The blog is really a chance 
to move beyond the very practi- 
cal aspects of individual self-ad- 
vocacy and into a broader 
conversation and awareness 
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Allison Seay Returns to 
Alma Mater as Professor 
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Allison Seay, the Arrington-poet-in residence on campus. 



New Blog Offers 
Place of Support 
For Students 



Viewpoints 3 & 4 



Iranian Conflict Draws U.S. Attention 




INSIDE 

Style 5 & 6 

Madonna Fumbles Halftime Show 
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Sports 9 & 10 

Women's Basketball Remains Undefeated 
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penalty for every “subsequent 
violation not arising from the 
same set of operative facts.” The 
maximum amount of fines in a 
12-month timespan is $3,000. 

In a memo issued before the 
ordinance was voted upon, jt 
was made clear that, “it should 
be stressed that many of the res- 
idential problem properties are 
not related to UMW students.” 

Vice President for Student 
Affairs Doug Searcy said there 
is a good dialogue and coopera- 
tion between the city and the 
University. 

“If students attend a social 
event in the community they 
should be responsible and sup- 
port our neighbors by parking 
appropriately, drinking responsi- 
bility, being quiet when they are 
outside or walking home, and 
picking up their trash or litter.... 
It is this kind of behavior that 
will gamer the respect our 
neighbors,” said Searcy. “It’s 
just the right thing to do. “ 

According to- Searcy, the 
Town and Gown committee is 
made up of city and university 
members with a goal of promot- 
ing a positive living environ- 
ment for residents and students. 

“I believe that both the uni- 
versity and the community can 
improve the situation of off- 
campus students: the university 
by better education on how to 
behave as a member of a resi- 



dential neighborhood and en- 
forcement of student rules,” said 
Councilman George Solley. 

The ordinance instates that 
every time a notice is given, the 
owner/occupants should “abate” 
the nuisance as the notice says. 
If the same nuisance continues, 
the owner will continuously be 
issued a new offense. 

“The ordinances will be help- 
ful because they clarify expecta- 
tions of all residents. The 
expectations are reasonable and 
appropriate,” said Searcy. 

According to Solley, the 
neighborhoods can have fre- 
quent communication with stu- 
dents to better the relationship 
between the university and the 
citizens. 

“The college will provide 
more information to students 
during orientation to make sure 
those living off campus are 
aware of city ordinances regard- 
ing noise and trash,” said Green- 
law. “The consensus of the 
council was to work together 
with the college to address citi- 
zen concerns.” 

According to Searcy learning 
this way of life now will benefit 
students later on in life, when 
they are no longer at UMW. 

“I am proud that a majority of 
our student make the right 
choices regarding these issues 
and am hopeful that this discus- 
sion will help others make better 
choices in the days ahead,” said 
Searcy. 



Virginia Hall 
Marred With 
Fecal Matter 
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The next day, a similar inci- 
dent occurred in the same bath- 
room. 

“I walked into the bathroom 
when a cleaning lady walked in 
and there were more chunks of 
poo lying in the shower,” said 
Kay Graves, freshman and math 
major. “The cleaning staff was 
visibly more upset and irritated 
than the day 
before.” 

Graves 
said she didn’t 
expect things 



“It aggravates you 
when you work so 
like this to hard and them some- 

happen in an 

thing like that hap- 
pens. But it s our 
job. ” 



all-girls donn. 



- Cleaning Supervisor 



There have 
now been 
three incidents 
involving 
fecal matter in 
the third floor 
of Virginia 
Hall, accord- 
ing to Armstrong. work so hard and them some- 

“It’s really disturbing because Thing like that happens,” she 
the first time it was a weekend said. “But it’s our job.” 



On the second day, a cleaning 
woman called down to her su- 
pervisor and told her about the 
repeated situation. 

“I was very angry,” she said. 
“It was ridiculous for it to hap- 
pen a second day in a row.” 
However, the staff realizes 
that these issues don’t occur 
everyday and that they only put 
the staff behind on their work, as 
they have eight buildings to 
clean every- 
day, accord- 
ing to a 
custodian. 

The clean- 
ing staff su- 
p e r v i s o r 
admits she 
was hysterical 
upon hearing 
about the ex- 
crement in the 
hallway and 
bathroom. 

“It aggra- 
vates you 

when you 



and we thought it could be a guy, 
but now we know it must be 
someone here,” said Armstrong. 

Roommates Kim Vizzi and 
Lauren Bortfield, both freshmen, 
shed light on the morning’s 
events. 

“The bathroom was already 
gross to begin with, and then it 
was right outside of our room, 
too,” said Vizzi. 

Vizzi was the first of the two 
to see the incident and woke up 
her roommate afterward to ex- 
plain the situation. Vizzi vows 
to use a different bathroom after 
experiencing the morning’s 
event. 

“It gives me a haunting men- 
tal image,” said Vizzi. 

Each time these incidents oc- 
curred, the six-person cleaning 
staff of Virginia hall has been 
there to clean it up. 

One custodian expressed that 
she was “a little angry and ag- 
gravated” over the incident. 

It took the staff about 45 min- 
utes the first day to clean up the 
mess, as two men worked on the 
hall and the supervisor joined in 
the bathroom cleanup. 




ByALEXVANBEEK 



Jan. 31 

Campus police received a re- 
port of a suspicious person at 
Monroe Hall at 1:32 a.m. The 
t case was unfounded and 
closed. 



Campus police reported a 
grand larceny of audio and vi- 
sual equipment at the 
Woodard Campus Center be- 
tween 12 and 12:40 p.m. The 
investigation is pending. 



Feb. 2 

Campus police responded to a 
report of vandalism at Brent 
Hall. The investigation is 
pending. 



Feb. 3 

Fredericksburg police reported 
that a UMW student, 19, of 
Fredericksburg was arrested 
for possession of a fictitious 
identification. 



Fredericksburg police reported 
that a UMW student, 20, of 
Fredericksburg was arrested 
for urinating in public. 

This information was compiled with help from UMW Police Office Manager James 
DeLoatch and Fredericksburg Police Department Public Information Officer 

Natatia Bledsoe. 



University Foundation 
Sues Arrington Estate 
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Alumni Executive Center; form- 
ing the Arrington endowed chair 
of poetry, currently held by 
Claudia Emerson; sustaining the 
university’s advancement office; 
creating the Arrington Distin- 
guished Professor of Compara- 
tive Medieval Literature for 
Chair of the English, Linguis- 
tics, and Communication depart- 
ment Teresa Kennedy; creating a 
competitive compensation pack- 
age for the university’s Vice 
President of University Devel- 
opment; endowing a Summer 
Science Institute; and creating 
the Arrington . Scholarship, 
among other allocations. 

According to the UMW 
Foundation statement, “Mrs. Ar- 
rington expressly stated that her 
unfulfilled pledges and commit- 
ments she was passionate about 
were to be satisfied from her es- 
tate.” 

The lawsuit states that the es- 
tate’s executor is the late Arring- 
ton’s nephew W. Boyd Laws Jr. 

Laws owns 
the 490-acre Al- 




Courtesy ofFauquier.com 

Arabelle Arrington on Campus Walk. 



wington Farm 

in warrenton, I m pretty upset about 

Va., that be- 
longed to the 
late Arrington 
according to the 
lawsuit. 

The UMW 
Foundation 



auto mechanic, was not able to university. For that reason, he 
be reached at the time of publi- believed it wouldn’t expect to 

receive the money after her 
death. 

However, UMW Foundation 



it... It was a shock to 
me. ” 

- W. Boyd Laws Jr. 



cation, 
but said 
in an in- 
terview 
with the 



states in the lawsuit that all or about it... It was a shock to me.” 
part of that farm be sold to sat- Laws was quoted in the 
isfy the pledges that Arrington Fauquier Times-Democrat arti- 
made to UMW. cle saying that his aunt already 

Laws, a 66-year-old retired donated millions of dollars to the 



attorney Gary Nuckols denied 
that her previous donations were 
Fauquier not in the millions, as previously 
Times- reported in The Free Lance-Star. 
Democ- The UMW Foundation also re- 
rat, “I’m puted this claim in the statement, 
pretty, Nuckols declined further 
upset comment to the press, as did the 
UMW Foundation. 



The supervisor believes who- 
ever is responsible should be 
punished, but this is unlikely to 
happen, as the culprit remains 
unknown. 

“We don’t appreciate some of 
the things the students do, but 
we still love them,” she said. 
“They are our family because 
we are here more than at home.” 

According to freshman Sam 
Wilhelm, the third floor Virginia 
Hall residents will be fined for 
the incident unless the resident 
responsible comes forward. 

“They shouldn’t charge us all 
money for something that we 
didn’t do,” said Wilhelm. “The 
person who did it should just 
fess up.” 

The Bullet tried to reach 
Christine Porter, director of res- 
ident life and commuter stu- 
dents, but she was unavailable 
for comment. 




Bike Plan 
Seeks 
Student 
Input 
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face-to-face and express their 
personal insights regarding dan- 
gerous areas and desired accom- 
modations for bikers. 

“Students and faculty walk- 
ing and biking on campus on a 
day-to-day basis have a better 
idea of where improvements for 
bicycle racks and lanes can be 
made,” Doyle said. “I encourage 
all faculty staff and students to 
participate in the focus groups 
and contact me if they have any 
questions or more information.” 

UMW sophomore Jeff Bran- 
son bikes every day through 
campus and has had close calls 
with pedestrians. 

“Whether you’re in a hurry, 
or in congested areas, you’re 
prone to hitting people,” Bran- 
son said. 

According to the bike plan, 
walkers should not feel obli- 
gated to avoid bikers and vice 
versa. However, some students 
disagree. 

“Bikers should have to heed 
to pedestrians, not the other way 
around. Unless conditions im- 
prove, bikers shouldn’t be al- 
lowed on Campus Walk and 
have to ride on the main roads,” 

“ Whether you ’re 
in a hurry ; or in 
congested areas, 
you ’re prone to 
hitting people. ” 

- Jeff Branson 

said sophomore Peter Walters. 

In the 2006 Pathway Plan, 
the City of Fredericksburg im- 
plemented shared roadways on 
William Street. Doyle hopes that 
UMW will connect these bike 
paths to campus. 

“Looking inside campus 
where we have a lot of control is 
one thing, it’s going to be impor- 
tant to reach out to the city and 
have cooperation,” Wilson said. 

Doyle believes the bike plan 
faces administrative, funding 
and geographic obstacles, such 
as the opinion that bicycle racks 
take away from UMW’s archi- 
tectural beauty. 

Doyle hopes that the student 
opinions will be understood by 
the administration, saying, “It’s 
going to be a challenge.” 







Courtesy of Jeff Rountree and the UMW Foundation 

Virginia Hall, where the incidents took place. 



Correction: 

Last week’s article titled, 
“Budget Pushes Higher Learn- 
ing,” misspelled Delegate Bill 
Howell’s name. Howell is also 
the Speaker of the Virginia 
House of Delegates. 









Culture Gap Too Far to Bridge 



Follow Bridget’s 
column, “Bridging 
the Gap” this se- 
mester as she 
travels through 
Spain. 



There’s one thing you just 
have to accept before you go to 
live in a foreign country: you 
will experience culture shock. 
For some people it is more 
pronounced than for others, 
but it will affect everyone in 
some way. 

When I came to Spain, I 
didn’t really know what to ex- 
pect. I had done some re- 
search and had heard from 
people who had gone before, 
but I really wasn’t prepared 
for all the minor differences 
that no one would think to 
mention. 

After all, Spain is a mod- 
em, westernized country. It’s 
not like I was moving to a 
Third World country in 
Africa. How different could it 
be? 

First off, the language. I’m 
not stupid; I know that they 
speak Spanish, and not English 
here. In fact, that’s the main rea- 
son I came. As a Spanish major, 
I figured it might help my lan- 
guage proficiency to actually 
live in a place where they speak 
Spanish. 

Let me just say, coming here 
was a very humbling experience. 
I had considered my Spanish to 
be proficient. I could easily dis- 
cuss the literary figures used in 
Pablo Neruda’s poetry and ana- 
lyze the subtexts in Miguel de 
Cervante’s Don Quijote de la 
Mancha, but, amazingly enough, 
these things aren’t very useful 
when you’re trying to buy a cell 



phone plan. 

Secondly, I didn’t realize how 
much I had come to rely on in- 
stant gratification. In Fredericks- 
burg, if I suddenly get the urge 
to bake chocolate chip cookies at 
2 a.m., I can just get in my car, 
drive to Walmart and get every- 
thing I need. 

There is no Walmart in Bil- 
bao, Spain. There are no 24-hour 
stores. In fact, most stores don’t 
even open on Sundays. Did I 
mention they don’t have a Star- 



By 

BRIDGET 

BALCH 




bucks here, either? 

Thirdly, water. I had no idea 
how much I took it for granted 
in the U.S.. Since Spain is basi- 
cally always in a drought, al- 
though it rains almost everyday 
here in Bilbao, they are con- 
stantly conserving water. 

That means that the water in 
the shower is hot for five min- 
utes at the most, and there are 
only two temperatures: freezing 
and scalding hot. Needless to 
say, I have learned to shower 
very quickly. 

Also, they do not have 
clothes dryers here. I have to 
hang my clean clothes in all 
sorts of creative places and hope 
they dry before I run out of 



clean, dry clothes altogether. 

While many of the cultural 
and practical differences be- 
tween Spain and the U.S. left me 
longing for the U.S., other as- 
pects of the culture made me re- 
alize that the beauty of this 
experience is in the differences. 

For example, the Spanish 
people are extremely affection- 
ate. Whenever you greet some- 
one, whether they are a close 
friend or a new acquaintance, 
you kiss the person on both 
cheeks. 

Everyone seems to act as 
if they are friends. They 
hardly ever say “good-bye,” 
but always “see you later.” 
Even store clerks will tell 
their costumers “hasta 
luego.” 

For the Spanish, going out 
and talking with friends is an 
important part of everyday 
life. Almost everyone takes a 
two-hour break for lunch to 
meet with friends or family 
and chat over some wine. 
And yes, they do drink wine 
or beer pretty much all hours 
of the day. 

I’ve found that, although I 
stick out as obviously not a local 
(if my broken Spanish didn’t say 
it, my blonde hair and blue eyes 
would), most people are very 
kind and patient with me. They 
take the time to help me and un- 
derstand what I’m saying. 

Most of all, what I’ve found 
is that, underneath all the lan- 
guage barriers, cultural customs 
and practices, people are just 
people. Once you realize this, 
the differences don’t seem to 
matter all that much and the ex- 
periences and relationships are 
what become important, and I 
intend to make the most of these 
on my trip. Or as the Spanish 
say, apro veche. 



SexcCamations 



By Claire Pickard 



How Valentine s Day Will Inevitably Fail 



here are some suggestions for 
maintaining sanity. 

Don’t plan anything elaborate 
unless you’re willing to face the 
consequences. Murphy’s Law is 
in full effect on Feb. 14. The 
more effort you put into your 
Valentine’s Day plans, the more 
likely it is to collapse around 



44 



It’s everyone’s least-favorite 
day of the year. I feel reasonably 
confident that far more people 
get enjoyment out of tax day 
than they do from Valentine’s 
Day. For those who aren’t in a 
relationship, it means several 
weeks of consistent reminders 
that you are alone. For those 
who are in a relationship, 
it’s weeks of planning, 
stress and expectations 
created by corporate 
media that you will 
never, ever live up to. 

Planning on getting 
your significant other 
candy? Well, it could be 
better candy. It could be 
fair-trade 100 percent 
Cacao dark chocolate 
handmade by unicorns 
in a carved-out moun- 
tain in the Swiss Alps. 

Maybe you were going to get your face. So, if you’re willing 

them jewelry? Forget it. If it’s to take that risk, be prepared to 

not Kay, no kisses for you! As laugh it off when things go ter- 
the Super Bowl ads were kind ribly, terribly awry, 
enough to remind us, if you get Don’t expect too much from 

any gift at all, you had dam well everyone else. This is a eu- 

better put out. phemistic way of saying, “Just 

Valentine’s Day doesn’t have because you bought her dinner 
to be awful. If you’re out of and some candy, it doesn’t mean 
ideas or can’t afford enough she’s obligated to get on her 

liquor to get through the next knees.” I don't think this needs 

few days relatively unscathed, to be explained further. 



The more effort 
you put into your 
Valentine s Day 
plans , the more 
likely it is to 
collapse around 
your face. 



You don’t have to spend a ton 
of money for it to be cute. This 
goes for single people and cou- 
ples alike. Whether you’re send- 
ing Valentines to your friends or 
planning a romantic dinner, “do- 
it-yourself’ crafts will often be 
your best bet. It makes it look 
like you put more effort in and 
more often than not, 
— making decorations 

yourself saves you 
boatloads of cash that 
could be better spent 
on fair-trade unicorn 
chocolate. 

If you’re single, 
plan something fun. 
Valentine’s Day is 
like a seventh-grade 
bully; ignoring it 
won’t make it go 
away. Rather than sit- 
ting in your room 
doing homework and, feeling 
sorry for yourself, go out to din- 
ner with a group of people or put 
forks in the lawn of Brompton. 

Look on the bright side: it’s 
almost over. In a week, the rest 
of the world will have caught up 
with your cynicism and apathy, 
and all those tiny boxes of con- 
versation hearts will be 50 per- 
cent off. 
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Students Betray Community 
and UMW Custodial Staff 



Inappropriate behavior leads to fin&s 
For Virginia Hall residents 



With the recent disgusting 
antics occurring in Virginia 
Hall, the Bullet wanted to take 
a moment to reflect upon how 
impertinent these actions are to 
the University of Mary Wash- 
ington’s hard-working custo- 
dial staff. 

Three times now, Virginia 
Hall resi- 
dents have 
awoken to a 
hallway 
and bath- 
room filled 
with fecal 
excrement. 

This behav- 
ior is not only unsanitary, but 
also shameful and disrespectful 
to the residents of Virginia Hall 
and the maintenance staff. The 
UMW custodial staff works 
night and day to keep this cam- 
pus pristine and they deserve 
our gratitude. Real people are 
forced to clean up this mess, 



and no person should be made 
to clean up human excrement. 

The irresponsible behavior 
of one or two persons forces all 
of the residents in Virginia Hall 
to pay for the cleanup. This is 
unfair to the residents and any- 
one with information on the 
culprit should come forward. 



This is not the only time the 
UMW custodial staff has been 
forced to deal with messes 
made by inconsiderate stu- 
dents. Last semester, in Jeffer- 
son Hall, a student vomited in 
the elevator, leaving a few res- 
idents and a resident assistant 
to clean up the mess and cordon 



off the elevator until a custo- 
dian could clean up the mess. 

Additionally, a student also 
vomited in a shower in Russell 
Hall, leaving the custodial staff 
to clean up the mess and the 
residents to foot the bill. 

Even if these incidents oc- 
curred when students were le- 
gitimately 
ill, we 

should be 
taking re- 
sponsibility 
for our 

messes and 
remaining 
on the scene 
to clean up as much as possible. 

The Bullet wishes to convey 
its regret to the custodial staff 
that it must deal with these un- 
fortunate instances, because 
they are an integral part of the 
UMW family. 
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The Bullet is published on Thursday 
afternoons during the fall and spring 
semesters. All decisions are made by 
the editorial board, independent of 
the Bullet adviser. 



Letter and Editorial Policy 

The Bullet is always eager to receive letters to the 
editor and guest columns, and every effort is made to 
print them. 

Letters should be submitted the Monday before 
publication. Letters should be no longer than 300 
words, and columns should not exceed 700 words. 

We will not publish anonymous submissions. Let- 
ters must include a phone number and address for 
purposes of verification. They can be mailed to the 
Bullet at 1701 College Avenue, Fredericksburg, VA, 
22401-4666, delivered to our office in Seacobeck Hall 
or sent to our e-mail at umwbullet@gmail.com. 

Opinions expressed in columns or letters to the ed- 
itor do not necessarily reflect the views of the staff. 
Contact the Bullet at 540-654-1133. 








Justice Ginsburg 
Puts Politics First 



Can foreign constitutions 
use U.S. as a model? 






President Obama meets with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. Courtesy of news.nationalpost.com 

Iranian Conflict Draws U.S. Attention 



As Iran 
grows closer 
to becoming 
a nuclear 
power, 
Israel has 
intensified 
the threat of a 
pre-emptive 
strike. 



By BRIAN AURICCHIO 

President Barack Obama may 
be forced to drag the United 
States into another war in the 
Middle East. As the conflicts in 
Afghanistan and Iraq come to a 
close, there has been a new dis- 
cussion in the mainstream media 
on a potential war between Israel 
and Iran; a war the U.S. could 
not remain neutral in. 

According to the Washington 
Post, U.S. Defense Secretary 
Leon Panetta believes “there is a 
strong likelihood that Israel will 
strike Iran in April, May or 
June — before Iran enters what 
Israelis described as a “zone of 
immunity” to commence build- 
ing a nuclear bomb.” 

Within a few months, Iran 
could potentially have stored 
enough enriched uranium to 
build a nuclear weapon, despite 
Iranian claims that the nuclear 
program is solely for a civilian 
nuclear power plant. 

Israel may intend to perform 
a pre-emptive strike against 
Iranian nuclear facilities before 
they reach this capacity. If Iran 
gains nuclear weapons, Israel 



would not have the military 
strength to defend itself and 
would be forced to rely on the 
U.S. for military support. 

Israel Defense Minister Ehud 
Barak stated, “The Iranians are, 
after all, a nation whose leaders 
have set themselves a strategic 
goal of wiping Israel off the 
map.” 

Iran’s Supreme Leader Aya- 
tollah Ali Khamenei suggested 
that Iran would increase its sup- 
port of terrorist organizations 
that target the U.S. and Israel. 

He stated, “From now on, in 
any place, if any nation or any 
group confronts the Zionist 
regime, we will endorse and we 
will help. We have no fear ex- 
pressing this.” 

Tensions have escalated from 
the assassinations of Iranian nu- 
clear scientists. Since 2007, 
there have been six assassina- 
tions; the most recent occurred 
on Jan. 11. Iran believes the U.S. 
and Israel are behind the attacks, 
but both nations deny the allega- 
tions. 

European nations and the 
U.S. have already passed aggres- 
sive sanctions against Iran’s 



Central Bank and Iranian oil in 
response to the nuclear program. 
Iran responded by threatening to 
close the Strait of Hormuz, a wa- 
terway that carries one-third of 
the world’s oil. 

Israel’s Vice Prime Minister 
Moshe Ya’alon stated that “Our 
policy is that in one way or an- 
other, Iran’s nuclear program 
must be stopped. It is a matter of 
months before the Iranians will 
be able to attain military nuclear 
capability. Israel should not have 
to lead the struggle against Iran. 
It is up to the international com- 
munity to confront the regime, 
but nevertheless Israel has to be 
ready to defend itself. And we 
are prepared to defend our- 
. selves, in any way and anywhere 
that we see fit.” 

Obama has called for Israel to 
return to their. 1 967 borders and 
demanded they listen to Pales- 
tinian demands; however, this 
has only increased tension be- 
tween the U.S. and Israel. What- 
ever happens, the U.S. is too 
involved in this conflict to re- 
main silent during it. 



By MAXWELL REINHARDT 

This week, Supreme Court 
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, 
told the Egyptian people on Al- 
Hayat Egyptian TV that “I 
would not look to the U.S. Con- 
stitution, if I were drafting a con- 
stitution in the year 2012.” 

Ginsburg went on to say, “I 
might look at the constitution of 
South Africa... It really is, I 
think, a great piece of work that 
was done. Much more recent 
than the U.S. Constitution-r- 
Canada has a Charter of Rights 
and Freedoms. It dates from 
1982. You would almost cer- 
tainly look at the European Con- 
vention on Human Rights. Yes, 
why not take advantage of what 
there is 
elsewhere 
in the 

world? 

For 
many 
American’s 
ears, her 
words are 
shocking. 

Ginsburg 
has sworn 
to uphold 
the U.S. 

Constitu- 
tion, yet she 
seems to be rejecting it as a 
model for modem governments. 

Ginsburg, one of the coun- 
try’s most prominent liberal ju- 
rists and arguably the most 
liberal justice on the high court, 
suggests that the Egyptian peo- 
ple ought to look documents that 
enshrine welfare-state programs 
into their respective legal codes. 

For example, the South 
African Constitution guarantees 
its citizens the right to housing 
and health care. South Africa’s 
desperate housing shortage is 
well known and its health care 
system ranks 175th in the world 
according to the World Health 
Organization, while the U.S. 
ranks 37th. 

The reason the U.S. ranks 
37th is because it has the best 
neonatal care in the world, so in- 



fants that would not normally 
survive outside the womb are 
able to live for a few years after 
birth. Their early death drags 
down the U.S. health care sys- 
tem’s ranking because the WHO 
measures care not by the quality 
of outcomes but by births, infant 
mortality rate and deaths. Even 
though South Africa guarantees 
health care, the U.S. has pro- 
duced significantly better out- 
comes. 

Ginsburg’s comments should 
be of interest to everyone. Amer- 
ican progressives have asserted 
for decades that the government 
should play a greater role in 
making affordable housing 
available, a belief that eventually 
culminated in calamitous over- 
lending by 
the govem- 
ment- 
backed 
mortgage 
giants Fan- 
nie Mae and 
Freddie 
Mac. 

Progres- 
sives have 
also as- 
serted that 
the govern- 
ment should 
try to make 
sure that everyone has access to 
healthcare. Some assert that this 
should be done through a gov- 
ernment mandate to purchase 
health insurance, like the one in- 
scribed in President Obama’s 
health care law; others have 
pushed for a more radical solu- 
tion, a Canadian-style single- 
payer health care system. 

Ginsburg believes they are 
necessary for a just society, but 
unlike many progressives she 
understands that they are not 
within the scope of the U.S. 
Constitution. 

It will be interesting to read 
her opinion on the upcoming 
Supreme Court case to deter- 
mine the constitutionality of the 
Obama health care law’s indi- 
vidual insurance mandate. 



I would not 
look to the U.S. 

Constitution, 
if I were drafting 
a constitution in 

the year 2012. 55 



— Justice Ginsburg 



Abortion Argument 
Sparked on Campus 

Student anti-abortion advocates 
Chalked the walk 



Social Media Unites And Reforms 



By SACHA BRENAC 

Students for Life, the Univer- 
sity of Mary Washington’s anti- 
abortion organization, chalked 
Campus Walk last week with 
their convictions. These in- 
cluded, “Love them both,” “so- 
cial justice begins in the womb,” 
and a famous Dr. Seuss quote, 
“A person is a person, no matter 
how small.” 

That same night, a small un- 
official group of abortion rights 
advocates chalked their own 
message in an attempt to balance 
the messages. They utilized 
satire like “Save the sperm, pro- 
tect the holy fluid” and “Social 
justice begins in the wombat.” 

The anti-abortion messages 
resonated with the student pop- 
ulation. 

Anti-abortion advocates use 
fiery rhetoric to make their mes- 
sage resonate. This associates 
abortion rights with people who 
are pro-abortion. This is not true 
and is an offensive claim. Con- 
servatives need to tone down the 
rhetoric so a more honest dia- 
logue can be engaged. 

This debate has grown even 
more furious over the past 
decade from the assassinations 
of doctors who specialize in safe 
abortions and domestic terrorist 
bombings of abortion clinics. If 



one goes to the March for Life, 
held annually in Washington, 
D.C., there are many disturbing 
signs portraying aborted fetuses 
and dead babies. The rhetoric is 
violent. 

Many conservative lawmak- 
ers demand a defunding of 
Planned Parenthood, a non- 
profit organization specializing 
in reproductive health and af- 
fordable health care for mothers 
and children. Since three percent 
of their services go towards safe 
abortions, they are targeted ve- 
hemently. 

Though both sides are legiti- 
mate in their concerns and argu- 
ments, the anger that has 
engulfed this issue is tearing this 
country apart. With doctors 
being murdered, abortion rights 
advocates being ostracized in re- 
ligious schools and disturbing 
images being shoved into the 
public, the anti-abortion camp 
must calm down. 

This discourse portrays the 
abortion rights movement as a 
pro-abortion movement. There 
are no baby-killers; there is no- 
body promoting back-alley 
abortions. There are merely two 
sets of people arguing the same 
thing from different directions: 
abortion is wrong, and we have 
got to find a way to tame it. 



By LAILAAYUB 

Massive revolts in Tunisia 
began the Arab Spring, which is 
a series of pro-democracy 
protests throughout the Middle 
East. These insurgencies led to 
the fall of dictators, monarchs, 
and in some areas, widespread 
violence. As social movements 
continue to spark across the 
Middle East, we in the west are 
dealing with similar reform 
movements. 

Occupy Wall Street, largely a 
response to American and Euro- 
pean financial atrocities, has 
captured just how universal the 
desire to be heard is. 

College students and young 
people who use social media as 
a tool to assert their voices rep- 
resent this desire. In this infor- 
mation age, we are able to 
communicate anything, to the 
extent Of constitutional provi- 
sions, at any time. 

Essentially, we all have been 
given a voice through mediums 
like Twitter and Facebook, and 
even the ability to send emails. 
Many of us cannot fathom the 
possibility of a world in which 
these instruments do not exist. 

Thus, it is no surprise that 
these tools would be instrumen- 
tal in rallying people with com- 
mon interests. Likewise, it is 
without surprise that govern- 
ments would feel threatened by 
the ability of the masses to unite 
and build in resistance. 



In the Occupy movement, so- 
cial media was instrumental in 
enabling people to organize their 
common goals. Word was actu- 
ally spread online to gather 
Americans on Wall Street in 
order to show frustration to- 
wards corporations and the fi- 
nancial sector. Their motives 
were all unique but they had a 
common goal of reform that 
withstands today. 

Groups of people continue to 
live in camps across U.S. cities, 
including Washington, D.C., 
New York, Oakland and Seattle. 
And even closer to home, we 



have seen Mary Washington stu- 
dents become inspired by the 
movement. The Facebook 
group “Occupy Mary Wash” 
was created and serves as an or- 
ganizational tool for the group. 
Students also raise interests they 
feel should be addressed by the 
group, as well as brainstorm and 
interact with other students. 

Students find out about up- 
coming meetings and events and 
collaborate all in one inclusive 
place and all on the individual’s 
time. This is something that 
would have never been able to 
occur were it not for these tools. 



Furthermore, once protests have 
begun, social media enables the 
happenings at these events to be 
shared even with those unable to 
attend. 

In Oakland, several videos 
spread virally of police brutality 
against the occupiers. A video of 
Scott Olsen, an Iraq War veteran 
who suffered a fractured skull by 
a police projectile, invigorated 
the movement and rallied an in- 
credible amount of support for 
its cause. History will judge the 
efficacy of the movement, but 
the story of Occupy would not 
exist without social media. 
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Madonna Fumbles Halftime Show 




image courtesy of stereogum.com 



Madonna’s Superbowl halftime show featured a number of modern guests, including Cee-Lo Green. 



By ISAAC WHALEN 

As a general rule, the enter- 
tainment for an age-old event 
should not be older than the 
event itself by more than five 
years. 

Nothing confirmed this rule 
more than Superbowl XLVTs 
half-time show, where 53-year- 
old pop icon Madonna came on 
stage and pounded into the 
American mind that she is still 
alive. Covered in enough gold to 
make the Aztec empire go bank- 
rupt, Madonna took the stage 
dressed like Cleopatra and 
jumped right into “Vogue.” 

The events’ choreographer 
took a hint from handling bone 
china, and instructed the back- 
up dancers to ease Madonna into 
cartwheels and handstands as if 
to say, “Don’t worry, she’s not a 
zombie yet.” 

However, things were only 
heating up for America’s most- 
watched televised event. After a 
few seconds of awkward 
tightrope bouncing, the party- 
rock band LMFAO showed up 
to further emblazon their Kia car 
commercial song into the audi- 
ence’s ears. 

With the arrival of Nicki 
Minaj and M.I.A., Madonna ig- 
nored the painful lessons learned 
from No Doubt’s varsity high 
school foray of “Hollaback Girl” 



and busted into a version of the 
new “Give Me All Your Luvin.” 
In an attempt to create her 
own buzz of Super Bowl offen- 
siveness, M.I.A. flipped the au- 



dience the finger, just to remind 
America how forced the entire 
experience seemed. 

The show did have one high 
point in the arrival of Cee-Lo 



Green and a full-piece marching 
drum core. 

The sudden arrival of the 
drum core, however, did not sig- 
nal a sudden coup d’etat and fir- 



ing squad to the Super Bowl 
stage, but rather a segue into 
Madonna’s “Like a Prayer.” 
This being the set’s final 
song, the halftime show ended 



with Cee-Lo, Madonna, and a 
large choir dressed in black 
gospel choir robes chanting the 
refrain to ’’Like a Prayer,” a 
safer choice than having 
Madonna reenact the music 
video to her 1989 hit, in which 
she makes advances on a black 
Christ-figure and dances in front 
of burning crosses. 

If anything is to be gained 
from this overtly grandiose and 
frankly annoying spectacle, it is 
that show business can learn a 
lesson or two from Johnny Car- 
son. It never hurts to leave while 
you’re on top. 

Madonna was a fine enter- 
tainer and singer in the ‘80s, but 
when the combined score of the 
two Superbowl teams is lower 
than your age it might be time to 
let another generation take the 
reigns. 

America should also learn 
that no amount of gold, lights, or 
fireworks can compensate for 
true talent. 

Speaking of which, the true 
star of Superbowl XLVII’s half- 
time show were the engineers 
and workers who constructed 
the stage, which contained not 
only a screen in the floorboards 
but, also elevating platforms. 

Sadly, the stage was far better 
than anything that was per- 
formed on it. 



Students Stay Trendy Despite Winter Weather 



By JAMIA JORDAN 

Do you ever wake up with no 
idea of what to wear? Over the 
last few weeks we have had 
weather ranging from the 30s to 
70s, making it confusing for any 
college fashionista to plan his or 
her look for the day. With Valen- 
tine ’s Day just around the cor- 
ner, everyone wants to dress to 
impress despite 
the forecast. 
Twenty-year-old 
English major 
Ashley Tensley 
knows just how to 
handle the weather 
fiasco that is win- 
ter 2012. 

Sporting an off- 
white oversized 
sweater with a 
black mini skirt 
snugged over fit- 
ted leggings, Tens- 
ley knows how to 
dress with both style and com- 
fort as she works her way 
through a long day of classes. 
Accessorized from head to toe, 
Tensley shows that one can still 
be stylish even in the chilly 
weather. She topped her outfit 
off with a brown leather jacket, 
and kept it trendy as she com- 
pleted the outfit with black-and- 
white- leg- warmers under 

knee-length black boots. 

Inspired by both Zooey De- 
schanel and Jessie J., Tensley 
made a statement with her bright 
red lips and a French braid 
across the nape of her head. In 
three words, Tensley character- 



ized her sense of style as 
“mixed, grandma sweaters and 
vintage.” 

“I love everything about 
Jessie J, and I look up to her,” 
said Tensley. “I really love her 
because of her lip colors,” said 
Tensley. 

Tensley finds clothing pieces 
to add to her unique style at 
stores such as Urban Outfitters 



and Charlotte Russe, as well as 
Beacoup Vintage, a small vin- 
tage store in downtown Freder- 
icksburg. She encourages fellow 
fashionistas to dress according 
to the weather, while adding 
their own sense of style and flair. 

Dressing in layers is always a 
plus because if the weather dra- 
matically changes you can al- 
ways put something on top or 
take something off. Try some 
long sweaters, colorful scarfs, 
and knitted hats to begin this 
layered look. Don’t be afraid to 
mix up some colors. 

“Dress for yourself in what 
makes you feel comfortable, and 



then you will feel good,” said 
Tensley. “On any given day you 
can find me in leggings, leg- 
warmers, and almost always an 
oversized sweater or shirt.” 
Commuting back and forth to 
school every day, Tensley can’t 
make that quick stop back to her 
dorm room before class to grab 
a pair of gloves or to even put 
back her huge winter coat once 
the sun decides 
to come out. 

I’m always 
just hoping that 
the weather 
doesn’t change 
too much,” said 
Tensley. 

As for the 
upcoming ro- 
mantic holiday, 
don’t be afraid 
to look cute for 
your significant 
other despite 
the weather 
forecast. Whatever your plans 
might be for Valentine’s Day, 
dress in what makes, you feel 
fun, sexy and most importantly 
comfortable. 

“Just be flirty and fun, you 
can dress like its spring, but 
throw on some leggings and add 
a sweater,” said Tensley. “The 
weather isn’t really that bad.” 
The make of the material it- 
self is what keeps us feeling ei- 
ther warm or cool. So try out 
some floral printed comfy 
sweaters, and get the best of 
both worlds. Don’t worry, spring 
is on the way! If you look good 
you feel good. 
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English major Ashley Tensley doesn’t let winter weather cramp her style. 



‘Moon’ Coming ‘Over’ Mary Washington 



By CHARLOTTE RODINA 

The University of Mary 
Washington’s Department of 
Theatre and Dance is hard at 
work putting together the play 
“Moon Over Buffalo,” which 
will premiere Thursday, Feb. 16 
at 8 p.m. in Klein Theatre, 
DuPont Hall. 

“Moon Over Buffalo,” by 
Ken Ludwig tells the tale of two 
fading theater actors, George 
and Charlotte Hay (played by 



Rob Jones and Carly Maalouf), 
who get caught in a whirlwind of 
mishaps when they learn that 
film director Frank Capra will be 
at their upcoming theater per- 
formance. This loud, boisterous 
farce is chalk full of misunder- 
standings and mix-ups. 

“Madness happens,” says 
Gregg Stall, the Department 
Chair of Theatre and Dance. 

Taking place in 1953 in Buf- 
falo, New York at the Erlanger 



Theatre, the set features com- 
plex architecture and design. 
Hours are spent daily to create 
realistic looking crown mold- 
ings, a moveable stage, 1950s ri- 
fles, and more. 

Behind the scenes, work for 
the set has been going on for 
months. 

Shop assistant George Flo- 
rence, a senior, said “It’s a mas- 
sive set. Biggest one we’ve had 
in a while.” 



UMW’s set designer David 
Hunt described the work that has 
to be done, “A lot of the set has 
to move. Also, it’s realistic so it 
requires a lot of detail work.” 
The Renaissance Revival 
style in both the scenery and 
costumes is sure to impress. 

Karen Devigili, Bess Ten 
Eyck, Evan Crump, Kelly Whe- 
lan, J.B. Bridgeman, and Chris 
Shea w ere also cast in the play, 
which looks to be shaping up 



There will be a total of eight perform- 
ances of “Moon Over Buffalo,” from Feb. 
16-18 and Feb. 23-25 at 8 p.m., and Feb. 
19 and 26 at 2 p.m. An AfterWords dis- 
cussion will follow the Feb. 19 perform- 
ance. Tickets are $1 0 standard admission, 
$8 students and senior citizens, and $4 
with a UMW identification card. 
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This Weekend at UMW 



By EDMUND BROWN 

It wouldn’t be the wildest of 
accusations to assume you have 
never heard of Grimes. And for 
Claire Boucher, the creative 
mastermind behind Grimes, ob- 
scurity comes with the territory 
of breaking new ground. But 
with “Visions,” her fourth re- 
lease in two years, she manages 
to produce creepy-crawly dance 
pop that demands recognition. 

Boucher reaches seemingly 
at random across genres and 
generations to arrive at an eclec- 
tic-yet-defined sound showcas- 
ing her vocal range, production 
talent, and utter strangeness. 

Boucher describes her 
Grimes project as "post-Inter- 
net." One look at the album art, 
covered with Kanji, Cyrillic, and 
various non-representative sym- 
bols, seems to encapsulate ex- 
actly what Grimes is aiming for: 
nonsense.But this is complicated 
nonsense, operating on multiple 
levels and striving for meaning 
through its sound. 

Standout track "Genesis" em- 
bodies this sacrifice of compre- 
hensibility for aesthetic quality, 
beginning with a sticky beat that 
Boucher drags through oriental 
dimensions before opening up, 
revealing her pop-perfect 
falsetto. 

The juxtaposition of radio- 
friendly hooks and schizo- 
phrenic sounds generates an 
atmosphere reminiscent of your 
high-school prom in a grave- 
yard. But just when “Visions” 
begins to make sense, it expands 
its formula to a width made pos- 
sible only by an artist with Inter- 
net access to unexpected 
influences. 

The track "Nightmusic,” fea- 



turing Majical Cloudz, begins 
and ends with operatic samples 
before infusing a futuristic beat 
and rhythmic but indecipherable 
vocals. 

Grimes is certainly ambitious 
in her experimentation, but she 
occasionally oversteps her 
bounds and devolves into name- 
dropping, her influences over- 
taking her artistic intentions. 
"Eight", for instance, tries to 
mash beats reminiscent of the 
score from the film “Blade Run- 
ner” with teddy bear vocals, and 
results in a jarring robotic repe- 
tition. 

Yet, almost as if Boucher 
knows where she comes up 
short, "Eight" comes in at under 
two minutes. It's this damage- 
control instinct that allows 
Grimes' inventiveness to shine. 

Boucher's experimentation 
results in a mess, but it also 
breaks the shackles of genre. On 
"Skin," Boucher creates a rhini- 
malist soundscape, carrying the 
slow ambiance with surprising 
vocal muscle. 

The compositions throughout 
indicate fantastic potential, and 
when the layers begin to blend, 
“Visions” begins to resemble the 
DNA of dance music, not just a 
fleeting mutation. 

Despite the few missteps, ad- 
dicting and eccentric tracks like 
"Oblivion" ensure Grimes will 
gamer plenty of attention. This 
attention will result in some neg- 
ative head shaking, wondering 
what exactly Boucher is saying 
with “Visions.” But those who, 
like Boucher, are more inter- 
ested in sound than meaning will 
understand that the album is too 
focused on making heads shake 
to explain itself. 



image courtesy of tellallyourfriendspr.com 

Grimes’ latest album, “Visions,” succeeds in pushing both sonic and visual boundaries to their limits. 



The weekend entertainment at Mary Washington this 
week will be nothing if not diverse. Friday night at 8 the 
Great Hall will have a show by comedian Shane Mauss, 
who has appeared on “Late Night with Conan O’Brien” 
and “Jimmy Kimmel Live!” On Saturday students can 
see The Friends of Dance’s “For The Love of Dance Con- 
cert” in Dodd Auditorium at 7:30 p.m. or Nashvillle 
artist Elle Maze at 8 p.m. in the Great Hall. Finally, wrap 
up the weekend with a special showing of “Friends with 
Benefits” in honor of Valentine’s Day in Monroe 1 1 6 at 
2 p.m. 



tumes, walking on the runway, 
and performing. 

But with the prize of headlin- 
ing a tour sponsored by Absolut 
Vodka and SI 00,000 cash, these 
contestants may find the chal- 
lenge well worth the effort. 

The 
opening 
episode 
w a s 
every- 
thing 
lovers 
of drag 
could 
ever 
want. 

From 
the be- 
ginning, 

“Drag 
Race” 
has 
given 
viewers plenty of sharp insults 
and emerging cat fights between 
the shows contestants, and the 
fourth season is thus far no ex- 
ception. 

With contestant names rang- 
ing from “Jiggly Caliente” to 
“Sharon Needles” to “Phi Phi O’ 
Hara,” this group will certainly 



be a diverse and interesting cast 
of drag queens. 

As a judge and host of the 
show, RuPaul is certainly not ab- 
sent from the dramatics of the 
show making the contestants' 
first makeup and costume chal- 
lenge apoca- 
lypse-themed. 

The win- 
ner of the run- 
way task, 
Sharon Nee- 
dles, came out 
dressed as a 
zombie with 
dark blood 
spewing from 
her mouth 
and eerie grey 
contacts. 

While 
everyone 
else’s cos- 
tumes were 
not quite as theatrical as this one, 
they all looked pretty apocalyp- 
tic, which made a truly horrific 
sight. 

Sharon Needles performance 
was not the only startling thing 
in the episode. Former drama 
queen contestant Shangela made 
a quick appearance, to the dis- 



pleasure of this season's contest- 
ants. 

To the relief of the cast and 
my own personal disappoint- 
ment, her appearance was short 
lived. 

But there do seem to be a few 
queens willing to take the num- 
ber one spot of head diva. 

Contestant Kenya Michaels 
is striking in his beauty, to the 
point that one would have to 
look hard to know that he was in 
fact a man. 

Another surprise for the week 
was the identity of the guest 
judge. 

The show usually hosts a 
guest judge each week to join 
the usual panel and this week’s 
judge was the infamous Elvira. 
Predictably, she loved the cre- 
ative horror of the costumes on 
all except one. 

Alisa Summers was the first 
casualty of the show and sadly 
had to “sashay away.” But I feel 
confident in saying that each and 
every week viewers will, in the 
words of RuPaul, “shante stay.” 

“RuPaul’s Drag Show” is on 
Mondays at 9 p.m. on LOGO. 



✓ /■ With contestant 
^ • names ranging 
from ‘Jiggly Caliente ’ 
to ‘Sharon Needles ' to 
‘Phi Phi O ’Hara, ’this 
group will certainly 
be a diverse and inter- 
esting cast of \ 
drag queens. 
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By SHANTTA MITCHELL 



Television viewers 
can get an eye-full of 
fake hair, fake 
breasts, barely- 
there outfits, and 
pounds of 
makeup on 
any number 
of shows, but 
something makes 
them a little different 
on “RuPaul’s Drag 
Race.” Perhaps the 
fact that all the contest- 
ants are male. 

The fourth season of 
the show premiered with a 
bang to more than a million 
viewers on Jan. 30. 

Thirteen new contestants set 
themselves up to compete to be- 
come America’s next drag su- 
perstar. 

The fourth season boasts 
more plus-sized contestants than 
ever before, so it will be interest- 
ing to see which body type 
emerges triumphant. 

Winning this contest will be 
no easy feat, because contestants 
have to be multi-skilled in ap- 
plying makeup, creating cos- 
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Grimes’ ‘Visions’ Both Confusing and Engaging 
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Treat your Valentine to a romantic dinner in the charming 

*_J4iitoric ^hininf %?oom at 3>«acol>*cb J4<dt 

Enjoy a quiet, intimate atmosphere aud a student- created 
menu featuring rich Italian flavors. Full menu details are 
coming soon to our Facebook page and 
www.imiwdining.coni! 

\\ Reservations are strongly recommended as seating is limited, | 
Reservation times are 5:00pm, 5:15pm, 5:30pm, 5:45pm, 

OcOOpm, 0:15pm and ftdOpitL 

■ 

m % cost to attend Li on? meaf Mtfip* + $4 x per fjerson. 

Vo mahe reiereation please ca H 340 . 634 . 2 / 69 until the desired Seating 
time and choke of entree for your Self and the gaeslfs) in your party. 



Wherever you dine on campus, 




/ 






We make what you want, 
when you want it. 

Our promise to you: 
a fresh, delicious meal 
and great service every time. 
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Alumni Continue 
Volunteer Work 



“I definitely feel that 
there are better chances 
now since the Peace 
Corps knows about 
U MW and that many 
students here are 
interested. ” 



By JONATHAN POLSON 

For the second consecutive 
year, the University of Mary 
Washington was ranked number 
one among small schools in the 
Peace Corps’ annual list of top 
volunteer producing colleges 
and universities. 

According the Peace Corps’ 
official website, UMW is the 
number one producer of Peace 
Corps volunteers from colleges 
and universities with 5,000 or 
less undergraduates. 

“I think our graduates have a 

strong at- 

traction to 
the Peace 
Corps be- 
cause of 
our focus 
on service 
and their 
liberal arts 
education 
that I be- 
1 i e v e 
broadens their thinking and cu- 
riosity,” said Hurley. 

In a letter from Peace Corps 
Director Aaron S. Williams, 29 
UMW undergraduate alumni 
and one graduate alumnus “are 
representing our country abroad 
by serving as Peace Corps Vol- 
unteers.” 

“These volunteers are apply- 
ing the skills and knowledge 
they acquired during their time 
at UMW to help improve the 
lives of people across the 
globe,” said Williams. 

“I am very pleased that 
UMW continues to be the leader 
of the small colleges in terms of 
active Peace Corps volunteers,” 
said President Rick Hurley. 

Before coming to UMW, 
freshmen Elbe Meyer and Taryn 
Payne said they were not aware 
that UMW held the number one 
spot in Peace Corps’ list. 

Meyer feels that since the 
school has a close relationship 
with the Peace Corps’ program, 



her likelihood of being a volun- 
teer has increased. 

“I’ve wanted to do it since 
middle school. I hope to join 
right after graduation,” said 
Meyer. “I definitely feel that 
there are better chances now 
since the Peace Corps knows 
about UMW and that many stu- 
dents here are interested.” 
According to the Peace 
Corps’ website, a volunteer ap- 
plicant must be 1 8 years of age 
and a U.S. citizen. The website 
also states that interest in the 
program, volunteer experience, 

and a college 

degree help in 
receiving a 
volunteer posi- 
tion. 

The Peace 
Corps’ website 
states that vol- 
unteers spend 
27 months 
with an over- 



seas commu- 
nity, helping with education, 
youth and community develop- 
ment, health, business, agricul- 
ture, and environment. 

Volunteers may receive grad- 
uate school credits as well as 
complete medical care and 
health insurance for 18 months 
following service, according to 
the organization’s website. 

Hurley also believes that 
UMW’s ranking will attract stu- 
dents to UMW who are looking 
into a future with the Peace 
Corps. 

“I think this recognition will 
cause prospective students to 
take a look at us,” he said, “and 
I think the recognition creates a 
prestige factor for us.” 

“We are extremely grateful 
for the tremendous support that 
[President Hurley], the faculty 
and staff, and, of course, the 
graduates of the University of 
Mary Washington have provided 
to the Peace Corps since 1961,” 
said Williams. 




Marie Sicola/Bullet 



Poet-In Residence Allison Seay. 



Seay Wins Rudnitsky Poetry Award 



◄ SEAY, page 1 

Seay is excited to be back at 
UMW,. teaching in place of 
Emerson while she is on sabbat- 
ical. Seay said that UMW is 
“more beautiful than I remem- 
ber” and that she would wel- 
come an opportunity to stay. 






■ 






Come see Seay 
read some of her 
work on Feb. 9 at 5 
p.m. in Combs 
139. 
















◄ BLOG, page 1 

about disability as part of ex- 
pected human diversity.” 

Dobson said she wants the 
club and blog to be an extension 
of the support from the disability 
services offices. 

Foss said that he hopes the 
blog will help UMW “move 
away from a vision of disabili- 
ties services as just an office, to 
a way it becomes part of the 



community.” 

Elizabeth Storey, a student 
with an interest in disability, be- 
lieves the blog is an important 
and positive addition to UMW. 

“Especially now with the 
new anonymous twitters using 
UMW’s name and reflecting 
poorly on UMW, the blog is a 
good way to promote positive 
online discussion at UMW,” she 
said. “It’s a good outlet for peo- 
ple to say things where they 



might be silenced elsewhere.” 

Scott also said the blog could 
also help educate students on 
new information and ideas con- 
cerning disability. 

“If the blog exposes some 
students to new ways of thinking 
about disability and challenges 
some of the existing stereotypes 
it will have made a very valuable 
contribution to our community,” 
she said. 



By ALEX VAN BEEK 

The University of Mary 
Washington has made it onto the 
Princeton Review’s 2012 list of 
the “150 Best Value Colleges;” 
according to USA TODAY. 

Rankings were determined 
based on three primary factors: 
undergraduate academics, cost, 
and amount of financial aid 



given. 

According to USA TODAY , 
UMW competed with 650 
schools identified as having ex- 
cellent academics. Seventy-five 
of the schools selected were 
public colleges, and 75 were pri- 
vate colleges. 

Along with UMW, other Vir- 
ginia public schools that ap- 
peared on the list include James 




Madison University, the Univer- 
sity of Virginia and Virginia 
Tech. 

According to the Princeton 
Review website, students have 
said that Mary Washington is “a 
hidden jewel that delivers on a 
historical campus” and should 
be recognized as a “lovely state 
university that gives you a pri- 
vate school education.” 



The World. 



te for News 



@gmail . com 



“There is nothing to 
beat a really small, 
beautiful, smart 
community. ” 

- Allison Seay 



“Professor Seay shares a lot 
of cool stories about contempo- 
rary poets — many of whom 
she’s met and hung out with,” 
said senior Will Thompson. A 
member of Seay’s poetry semi- 
nar, Thompson also appreciates 
her “willingness to dig deep dur- 
ing workshop” and ability to 



“flesh out whatever ’s under the 
surface of our poems.” 

Seay will be reading a sam- 
pling of her work at this week’s 
Thursday poem series, Feb. 9 at 
5 p.m. in Combs 139; a recep- 
tion will follow. 



Blog Offered as Way to 
Provide Assistance 



UMW Placed on List of 
Best Value Colleges 



Have any ideas, tips or suggestions? E-mail newsxcrew@gmail.com 
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Baseball Ready to Defend CAC Title 



“I don't think we've ever 
had a pitching staff with as 
much talent; not since I've 
been here at least. It is def- 
initely going to be what will 
win us games. ” 

-Senior Santino Rosanova 



By MICHAEL HARVEY 

The University of Mary 
Washington baseball team began 
its 2012 season this past Sunday, 
Feb. 5, falling to Hampden-Syd- 
ney College 4-2. 

The Eagles will look to 
bounce back this Sunday when 
they take on Christopher New- 
port University, and they ulti- 
mately hope to return to their 
2010 form in which they were 
Capital Athletic Conference 
champions and finished third in 
the South Regional of the 
NCAA Tournament. 

The Eagles have an experi- 
enced squad, led by eight sen- 
iors, which should help UMW’s 
chances to repeat atop the con- 



ference. 

Sophomore pitcher Nick 
McGovern believes the 
leadership of those seniors 
could become the differ- 
ence in a couple games this 
season. 

“Our team has great 
leadership and that should 
help us tough-out some 
close games,” McGovern 
said. 

McGovern also believes 
the Eagles’ defense will be 
crucial for a successful 
year. “Our pitching staff 
has a lot of depth and experi- 
ence. That and our ability to play 
the field should be our best as- 
sets this year,” he said. 

Last year, the Eagles posted a 



3.86 team ERA while holding 
opponents to a .267 batting av- 
erage. Those impressive num- 
bers could be replicated if not 
improved this season with the 
return of juniors Michael Straub 
and Torey Mancari, who proved 
to be reliable pitchers for UMW 
last year. 

Senior captain Santino 
Rosanova believes the success 
of the pitching staff will translate 
into victories and ultimately de- 
termine how far this team can 

go- 

“I don't think we've ever had 
a pitching staff with as much tal- 
ent; not since I've been here at 
least,” Rosanova said. “It is def- 
initely going to be what will win 
us games.” 

But it will still be necessary 
to get some offensive production 
if the Eagles wish to win their 
ninth CAC championship under 
head coach Tom Sheridan. 

After losing two All-CAC 



first teamers in Jackson 
Clement and Eric Rehbein, 
the squad will rely on the 
bats of the seniors to pro- 
vide much of their run sup- 
port. 

According to Rosanova, 
“the combination of pitch- 
ing, hitting, and defense 
should be able to take us 
places.” 

Those places, Rosanova 
and McGovern hope, will 
include the CAC Champi- 
onship, the Regional Cham- 
pionship, and an appearance 
in the NCAA Tournament. Con- 
ference foe Salisbury University 
will again look to stymie the Ea- 
gles championship aspirations, 
as they have consistently chal- 
lenged UMW over the years. 

“Salisbury is always the 
toughest team to play,” 
Rosanova admitted. “Somehow, 
every year, they just put out a 
good team that is always tough 
to beat.” 

The Eagles face Salisbury in 
a two game homestead on 
March 17 and 18, which could 
prove to be a decisive series in 
forecasting the top seed heading 
into the CAC tournament a 
month later. 

But that crucial weekend se- 
ries remains a ways off, and as 
for now the Eagles remain fo- 
cused on their game against 
CNU this Saturday. The Cap- 
tains went 39-7 last season, and 
are ranked as the No. 7 team in 
the country this year. 




Courtesy of the Clint Often 



The Eagles play two more games on the road before 
their home opener against Randolph-Macon. 



Eagles Look to 
Keep Streak Alive 



◄ SWIMMING, page 10 

1:55:01. Freshman Alex Ander- 
son also made a name for him- 
self, as he set a new Capital 
Athletic Conference record in 
the 200-yard breaststroke at 
2:06:47. ' 

Many of the Eagles swim- 
mers were nervous about the 
outcome of the meet and ex- 
pressed so beforehand. Mary 
Washington won a couple of 
events and overall had many 
personal bests, but in the end 
suffered a tough loss. The Eagles 
were a little disappointed by the 
outcome, but took the losses 
with grace knowing they had 
faced a much faster team. The 



UMW teams tried to look at the 
silver lining that they had gotten 
better from facing such stiff 
competition, which can only 
help them going forward. 

“It was a tough loss, but we 
were excited to race a DI 
school,” freshman Robin Brazier 
said. “They were faster than us, 
and we have improved from it.” 

The Eagles swim teams will 
have a week off before their sea- 
son culminates at the CAC 
Championships starting on Feb. 
17 at St. Mary’s College in 
Maryland. The men will look to 
capture their 12th straight con- 
ference title at the meet, while 
the women are in search of an 
unprecedented 22nd consecutive 
conference crown. 




Courtesy of Clint Often 



William and Mary was the last test for the Eagles 
before the CAC tournament, which begins Friday. 



The CAC is Up for Grabs 



◄ BASKETBALL, page 10 

points off the bench, while fresh- 
man Taylor Johnson chipped in 
with 1 1 points and six rebounds 
in his first career start. Trent 
Epps led the Sea Gulls with his 
15-point, 12-rebound effort, 
while junior Dylan Robeson 
provided a spark off the 
bench for Salisbury, con- — 
necting on three of the Sea 
Gulls four 3-pointers. 

This 



his team the upper hand again. for next year as well.” 

The full court press Mary The other tweak would come 
Washington unveiled last Satur- in the half court offense, where 
day for just the second time this Wood says he wants to get fresh- 
season is something that Wood man Sean Armstrong more in- 
said he hopes to use a lot going volved in pick-and-roll 
forward. The Eagles have been situations with sophomore point 
working on the scheme for over guard Walt Smith, 
a month now, and the goal is that “It is something that we need 

to incorporate more,” Wood 

said. “We’ll certainly work 

on it more in the offseason 



"It s real [sic] frustrating and y0U . u see that as a big- 
is game continued a because we ’ re supposed to § er P art of the offense next 

trend of nail biters for the , / , Y ea T ^> ut Fd like to be able 

Eagles, as the last four Control the tempo... We Want to utilize that more this year 

men’s basketball games to get teams playing OUr as wel1 ” 
have been decided by a j u > > 

total of 10 ’points, with d ° H f WCttlt t0 

umw going 2-2 in that change our style for them, 
spa ,? A11 , and we didn ’t do that. ” 

All ot our games are 



going to be close [from 
now on],” Wood said. 
“Why? Because teams 

aren’t going to allow us to 

do what we did the first 
time through.” 

With opponents making a 
concerted effort to force the Ea- 
gles to be a half court team, 
Wood told me he has some ad- 



- Sophomore Bradley Riester 



justments of his own that he sistently the entire game, and 
plans to implement to help give that’s not just for this year, but 



The Eagles (15-6, 10-2) 
were back in action last 
night against Hood College, 
but the game ended too late 
for results to be included in 
this issue. A tough stretch is 
ahead, as counting last night 
three of the final four games 
are road bouts, but Riester 
says the Eagles know they 

it will allow UMW to control the can’t afford any more hiccups, 
pace even while on defense. “We want to finish first, get a 

“I’m hoping we can use the bye and get home court advan- 
press for 40 minutes,” Wood tage [for the conference touma- 
said. “We’ll try and play it con- ment], so we know we can’t lose 

any more games,” Riester said. 




Courtesy of Clint Often 

The University of Mary Washington track and field teams traveled south to 
compete in the Christopher Newport Invitational this past Saturday, Feb. 4. It 
was a tune up for the inagural CAC indoor championships on Feb. 19. 




Do you love sports and want to get 
into sports journalism? Contact Zach 
Moretti at zmoretti@mail.umw.edu 
for more information about writing 
for The Bullet. 



Virginia Credit Union 

SHRINK 

YOUR 




Car Giveaway 



Apply for a loan 

by March 31 , 2012 and you're entered 
for a chance to win a Fiat® 500 Pop! 




Fredericksburg-area VACU Branches 

Central Park - 2150 Gordon W. Shelton Blvd. 
Cosner's Corner- 9951 Jefferson Davis Hwy. 
www.vacu.org • (800) 285-6609 
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Lady Eagles Remain Undefeated Swim Teams Drop 

Suffocating defense again lifts No. 7 UMW to blow out victory Senior Day IVICCt 





By AHMED MALIK 



On a day when the Univer- 
sity of Mary Washington 
women’s basketball team was 
struggling to shoot from the 
field, they showed why their de- 
fense is ranked number one in 
the nation among Division III 
teams. 

The Lady Eagles made up for 
shooting just 35 percent from 
the field and a mere 1-13 from 
beyond the arc by stifling Salis- 
bury with their trademark de- 
fense, holding the Sea Gulls to a 
season-low 23 points, including 
just seven points in the first half. 

Freshman Aubrey Howland 
led Mary Washington with 1 1 
points and nine rebounds, while 
senior Katie Wimmer chipped in 
with 10 points and four steals. 
UMW used its suffocating de- 
fense to jump out to an early 
lead and never looked back, 
leading by 15 or more the en- 
tirety of the second half. 

“It proves how even when 
your team isn’t shooting great 
from the field, you can still win 
games with great defense,” jun- 
ior center Carol Dye said. 
“That’s something that coach 
emphasizes to us: shots wont al- 
fall, but defense is always 



Ana emphasized it was, as 



Courtesy of Clint Often 

The trademark of the 21-0 women’s basketball team 
all season has been their superb defense. 



the UMW defense held Salis- 
bury to just 17.8 percent shoot- 
ing from the field and forced 30 
Sea Gull turnovers. The Eagles 
were able to be aggressive on 
defense without fouling, giving 
Salisbury only six free throw at- 
tempts in the game. 

“Having a full week of prac- 
tice before Saturday’s game, we 
really focused on getting our de- 
fensive rotations down and com- 
municating more on defense,” 
Wimmer said. “I think Satur- 



day’s game was a good defen- 
sive game for us, our shots 
weren’t really falling so having 
defense back on point was key 
and reminded us how important 
getting in position and commu- 
nicating is.” 

In the two games versus Sal- 
isbury this year, the Eagles have 
won by an average margin of 3 1 
points. For the season, the Ea- 
gles are beating their opponents 
by an average of almost 23 
points per game. 



Men’s Lacrosse Preview 



Eagles try to top last season s 11 -win campaign 




Courtesy of Clint Often 

The men’s lacrosse team will need to replace the 
Kohl Meyer’s (above) production this season. 



By KEVIN BOLLARD 

The University of Mary 
Washington’s men’s lacrosse 
team tied a school record for 
wins last year with eleven, but 
head coach Kurt Glaeser is not 
satisfied. 

“Our goal is to match or bet- 
ter last year’s record,” Glaeser 
said, who still sees room for im- 
provement after last year’s im- 
pressive 11-6 finish. Glaeser 
thinks his team will find success 
as long as they “continue to play 
unselfishly and with determina- 
tion no matter the score in a 
given game or win-loss record.” 

The Eagles, after a mediocre 
8-9 finish in their 2010 season, 
may have flown under the radar 
of some teams last season en 
route to their 1 1 -win season a 
year ago. Glaeser doesn't think 
the team will have that luxury 
this season. 

“I think our challenge is 



tougher this year because we’ll 
have a target on our backs due to 
our success last year,” Glaeser 
said. 

The loss of a few of last 
year’s key seniors may add to 
that challenge. Evan Weiss and 
Kohl Meyer were both incredi- 
bly athletic midfielders for the 
Eagles, but have since closed out 
their playing days at UMW. As 
seniors last year, the duo com- 
bined for 75 points, over a quar- 
ter of the team’s total offensive 
output. Both players have been a 
presence in the Eagles’ midfield 
for the past four years, but 
Glaeser is confident that his 
team can overcome the loss. 

“It will be difficult to replace 
Evan Weiss and Kohl Meyer in 
the midfield but we have athletes 
there,” Glaeser said. 

However, Glaeser also men- 
tioned there will be a learning 
curve for the young, inexperi- 



enced midfielders who will be 
filling their shoes. 

“The ‘Lacrosse IQ’ is still de- 
veloping. They need repetitions 
and game experience,” he said. 

One player who isn’t nervous 
about the departure of Weiss and 
Meyer is the team’s junior mid- 
fielder and captain, Sean Dacey. 

“I think we’re going to have 
a good year,” Dacey said. “I’m 
confident that we have the per- 
sonnel and leadership to put to- 
gether another successful 
season.” 

Dacey, who emerged as a 
dangerous scoring threat last 
year, finished with 25 goals and 
was tied for the team-lead with 
now-senior attackman Harry 
Snyder. Dacey and Snyder are 
both aggressive players that not 
only led the Eagles in goals a 
year ago, but also penalty min- 
utes. Both players have been 
known for their ability to take 
over a game single handedly and 
at a moment’s notice. 

In addition to Snyder, young 
stars such as sophomores Luke 
Dick and John Bohlinger, as 
well as junior Paul Tunick, will 
round out the Eagles’ attack unit. 

Senior co-captains Will De- 
vlin and Matt Vazquez will an- 
chor the defensive platoon. 
Both Devlin and Vazquez are 
physically imposing defenders 
who aim to create a shut down 
defense with their athleticism 
and leadership. 

The Eagles open up their sea- 
son at Virginia Wesleyan Col- 
lege this Saturday, Feb. 11. A 
week later, the Eagles will have 
their home opener as they host 
Hampden-Sydney College on 
Feb. 18. 



The dominance has propelled 
head coach Deena Applebury’s 
team to a No. 8 national ranking 
as well as an undefeated record. 
Saturday’s win helped the Ea- 
gles improve to 21-0 (12-0 in 
CAC play) while Salisbury fell 
to 8-4 in conference play and 
11-9 overall. 

With only four games left be- 
fore the conference tournament 
begins, the Eagles are staying 
focused on the daily tasks of 
getting better and preparing for 
the next game. 

“This season, one of our 
goals has really been to take it 
one day at a time so I think 
that’s a big part of our success,” 
Wimmer said. “These next two 
practices leading up to Wednes- 
day’s game we’ll continue to 
focus on the little details and 
work on perfecting the things 
we haven’t yet.” 

The Eagles traveled to Hood 
College last night in another 
CAC matchup, but the game 
ended too late for results to be 
included in this issue. The last 
time these two teams met, UMW 
prevailed with a 66-35 victory. 
Hood is currently on the oppo- 
site spectrum as UMW, with the 
Blazers sitting at the bottom of 
the conference with a 6- 1 5 over- 
all record (2-11 in CAC play). 



By KATELYN LEBOFF 

This past Saturday, Feb. 3, 
the University of Mary Wash- 
ington men’s and women’s swim 
teams took on the Division I 
College of William and Mary 
Tribe in a dual meet, the last 
home meet of the season and the 
final one in the UMW seniors’ 
careers. This year’s senior class 
is one of the largest yet, packed 
with a total of sixteen graduating 
seniors on the men’s and 
women’s teams. 

The junior class team mem- 
bers designed posters depicting 
each senior, adding their own 
flair with pictures and funny an- 
ecdotes to personalize them. 
Long standing tradition 
followed, with each sen- 
ior announced and rec- 

ognized individually for 
the effort they put in “ 
during their time here at 
UMW over the past four 
years. 

“It [was] the most 
cheering I have heard all 
year,” claimed Eagles’ 
men’s swim team cap- 
tain, senior Colin Hess. 

The school spirit and 
intensity amongst the 
team was surging from 
the pool deck to the 



packed stands, though the Tribe 
proved to be up to the challenge 
to match the Eagles’ spirit. 

But the meet didn’t have the 
Hollywood ending of the Dill 
school upsetting the superior 
team, as the both the men and 
women lost to end their respec- 
tive regular seasons on a collec- 
tive sour note. The women’s 
team fell to the Tribe 166-87, 
while the men suffered a 147- 
109 defeat. 

There were a few major 
standouts amongst the losses. 
Senior Billy Norfolk made a big 
impact in his last home meet, 
winning the 200-yard butterfly 
with an impressive time of 
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“It was a tough loss, 
but we were excited to 
race a DI school They 
were faster than us, and 
we have improved from 

• j yy 

it. 

-Freshman Robin Brazier 



Athlete of the Week 

Mary Washington freshman Alex Anderson was selected as 
the CAC Men's Swimming Athlete of the Week. Anderson 
broke the UMW and CAC records in the 200 breaststroke 
with his 2:06.47 finish last Saturday, Feb. 4. 




Courtesy of Clint Often 



Men’s Basketball Slips Up 



By ZACH MORETTI 

Things got a little tighter atop 
the Capital Athletic Conference 
this past weekend, as the Uni- 
versity of Mary Washington 
men’s basketball team fell to 
Salisbury University 61-57. 

“[Salisbury] had to win, and 
they performed like they had to 
win,” UMW head coach Rod 
Wood said. “We performed as if 
‘ehh, we’ll be okay.’ When we 
got down big [late in the game], 
you saw the switch go on, but it 
was too little, too late.” 

The loss was the first home 
defeat the Eagles have suffered 
since their season opener against 
Christopher Newport University, 
and it trimmed their lead for first 
place in the conference down to 
just half a game over St. Mary’s 
College. 

The key to the game was the 
visiting Sea Gulls’ ability to 
slow down the tempo and force 
UMW out of their comfort zone. 
Eagles’ head coach Rod Wood 
did all he could to try and speed 
up the pace, even switching to a 
full court press, but Salisbury re- 
mained disciplined in slowing 
things down and not allowing 
the Eagles to play to their 
strength. 

“It’s real [sic] frustrating be- 
cause we’re supposed to control 



the tempo,” sophomore guard 
Bradley Riester said. “That’s 
one of our main goals every 
night. We want to get teams 
playing our way, we don’t want 
to change our style for them, and 
we didn’t do that. We’re not as 
effective when we have to play 
like [we did Saturday].” 

Unable to run out on fast 
breaks, the UMW offense strug- 
gled in the half court. The Eagles 
shot just 25 percent from the 
field in the first half and dug 
themselves into a 29-2 1 hole as 
they walked into the locker room 
at halftime. 

The Sea Gulls extended their 
lead to 1 6 points out of the inter- 
mission, and with just under 14 



minutes to play in the second 
half, Salisbury was comfortably 
ahead 45-30. But that’s when 
Mary Washington went on their 
run. The Eagles finally got the 
Sea Gulls to rush and the in- 
creased tempo resulted in a 21- 
8 stretch over a nearly 13 -minute 
span that allowed UMW to trim 
the deficit to just two points with 
under a minute to play. 

Yet the comeback effort fell 
short, as Salisbury knocked 
down eight of their 1 0 free throw 
attempts in the final minute to 
hold on for the upset victory 
over the conference’s top team. 

Riester led the Eagles with 12 
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Courtesy of Clint Often 

Head coach Rod Wood says he hopes to get fresh- 
man Sean Armstrong (25) more involved offensively. 



Upcoming Mary Washington Sporting Events 



Saturday, Feb. 11 

- Men’s Basketball at York College at 
2 p.m. 

- Women’s Basketball at York College 
at 4 p.m. 

- Men’s Lacrosse at Virginia Wes- 
leyan College at 1 p.m. 

Sunday, Feb. 12 

- Men’s Tennis vs. George Mason at 
10 a.m. 



- Men’s Tennis vs. Georgetown 
University at 4 p.m. 

-Baseball at Christopher Newport Uni- 
versity at 1 p.m. 

Tuesday, Feb. 14 

- Baseball at Eastern Mennonite Uni- 
versity at 3 p.m. 

Wednesday, Feb. 15 

- Women’s Basketball vs. Stevenson 
University at 6 p.m. 



- Men’s Basketball vs. Stevenson Uni- 
versity at 8 p.m. 

Friday, Feb. 17 

- Men’s and Women’s Swimming 
Capital Athletic Conference 
Championships at St. Mary's College 

Saturday, Feb 18 

- Men’s Tennis vs. Kalamazoo College 
at 10 a.m. and vs. Rhodes College at 3 
p.m. 



- Softball vs. Messiah College at 12:30 
p.m. 

- Men’s Lacrosse vs. Hamden-Sydney 
College at 1 p.m. 

- Women’s Basketball at Wesley Col- 
lege at 2 p.m. 

- Men’s Basketball at Wesley College 
at 4 p.m. 

- Equestrian hosts the University of 
Mary Washington Show at 12 p.m. 







